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Ministers of Culture in the Islamic World

Impact of Culture on
Socio-Economic Development o

4.11CESCO’s Initiative on Cultural
Rights and the Right to Culture
in the Islamic World






Context

Culture, art and heritage are
major levers for development,
both for the communities that
own them and for the States that
legally ensure their protection and
enhancement on the international
stage. In view of the current stakes
involved in this activity sector, we
need to assist those communities
which are organized within civil
society to better understand not
only the missions incumbent

upon them, but also to acquire
the appropriate tools to ensure
the sustainability of these assets
and know-how, and to harness
them as instruments in the service
of well-being, social cohesion,
wealth creativity and the promotion
of decent employment for a

youth renowned for its sense of
innovation and creativity.

Consisting of values and beliefs,
convictions and languages,
knowledge and arts, traditions
and lifestyles, culture is a

dynamic concept that requires a
certain flexibility in analysis and

a diversification of perspectives

to better draw social and
economic dividends. It is for these
reasons that the Islamic World
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization-ICESCO-has created
the International Center for
Holistic Policies for the Promotion

of Cultural Reality to federate and
reconcile the efforts of researchers
and professionals through high-
level scientific meetings. The aim is
to encourage scientific production
in a fast-changing world, and

to organize capacity-building
workshops for professionals to help
them better grasp the concepts
and tools needed to facilitate
access to culture, the arts and
heritage.

With this in mind, ICESCOQ's Culture
and Communication Sector has
launched the "Cultural Rights and
the Right to Culture Programme".
Designed for a three-year period
(2023-2025), this program is
intended to support ICESCO
Member States in reappropriating
their cultural reality, mastering

the subtleties and assets of the
right to culture, providing access
to culture through training, and
supporting quality scientific
production in the field of culture,
arts and heritage. In this way, it will
provide professionals from sectoral
ministries, managers of cultural
services in decentralized local
authorities, civil society bodies, and
youth and women's movements
with the arguments they need

to make culture a lever for
development in the Islamic world.



ICESCO Member States Member States in
in reappropriating the content developing cultural and artistic
of cultural rights (reference to programs for the elderly, people
cultural communities, access living with disabilities and
to and participation in cultural refugees;
life, education and training,
communication and information, e conferences and
cultural cooperation, integration symposia, and support

into the economy, etc.); publications on copyright and
related rights in the Islamic

for W elglek
arts, culture and heritage
professionals; l

to the
importance of promoting their
cultural specificities from a
multicultural perspective;

on cultural
rights and the right of access to
culture;

Expected results

e Five hundred (500) professionals
trained in the field of culture, arts and
heritage;

e Support three Member States in
exhibitions intended for the elderly
and persons with disabilities;

e Organize two major conferences
on cultural rights, copyright and
associated rights;

e Produce a study on cultural rights and
a strategy for promoting cultural rights
in ICESCO Member States;

e Support cultural and/or artistic
initiatives by people living with
disabilities, or cultural and artistic
activities for refugees.




Theme

"Promotion of cultural rights in the Islamic
world".

Cultural rights protect the rights of everyone,
individually and collectively, as well as the rights
of groups of people, to develop and express
their humanity, their vision of the world and the
meaning they give to their existence and fulfillment.
Cultural rights also protect access to the cultural
resources and heritage that make these processes
of identification and development possible. With
this in mind, ICESCO plans to support communities
in promoting their cultural values, developing their
languages, knowledge and artistic expressions,
and making their cultural institutions visible while
respecting their lifestyles.

In 2024, the Culture and Communication Sector
plansto carry out a study on «ICESCOQO’s Vision for the
Promotion of Cultural Rights and the Right of Access
to Culture». This will be a reference document that
will take stock of the conceptual analysis, ICESCO’s
vision, guidelines and implementation strategies in
the Islamic world.

"Promoting the right of access to culture
through training".

Initiated by ICESCQO’s Culture and Communication
Sector, this program aims to train actors in the cultural
and artistic sector to facilitate the reappropriation of
cultural reality and encourage the development of
the cultural economy. It is a genuine desire to make
culture a lever for development in the Islamic world.
Thus, we have scheduled twenty-two (22) activities
in ICESCO’s Member States in the African region for
2023-2024:



Activity 1: National symposium on
cultural heritage and local development

in Cameroon, on February 8, 2023 in
Yaoundé, in the Commission’s meeting
room.

Activity 2: National photography
competition on “presenting the positive
spects of the city of Yaoundé in the field of
culture, digital transformation and cultural

entrepreneurship”.

From February 8 to March 8, 2023 in
Yaoundé.

ACHIEVED ACTIVITIES

Activity 3: National capacity-building and
awareness-raising workshop for cultural
heritage professionals on the inscription

of cultural properties and elements on the

Islamic World Heritage List.

From 21to 24 June, 2023, Ziniaré, Burkina
Faso.

Activity 4: Capacity-building workshop
on the protection of cultural property in
Cameroon.

From 9 to 11 August, 2023 Yaoundé,
Cameroon.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TRAINING
PROGRAM FOR 2023 - 2024
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Capacity-building workshop
for Cameroonian photographers in
photographic conservation and archiving
techniques.

From 29 to 31 August, 2023 in Yaoundé
Cameroon.

Capacity-building
workshop for Chadian professionals
in preventive conservation
techniques.

From 8 to 11 September, 2023, Ndjamena,
Chad.

National capacity-building
workshop for visual artists in the field
of ideas, materials and techniques”.

From 13 to 15 September, 2023, in Lomé,
Togo.



National capacity-building
workshop on safeguarding and protecting
cultural heritage to combat illicit trafficking

of cultural goods in the Comoros
Archipelago.

From 3 to 5 October 2023 in Moroni,
Comoros Islands.

Training workshop for
young individuals in the creation and

use of the gourmi, a heritage musical
instrument from Niger

From 11 to 13 October, 2023 in Niamey.

Capacity-building

workshop for Senegalese
professionals on the digitization of
documentary heritage

From 11 to 13 October, 2023 in Dakar,
Senegal.
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National capacity-building
workshop for the inscription of
cultural properties and elements on
the Islamic World Heritage List.

From 20 to 22 November, 2023, Moroni,
Union of the Comoros.

Training workshop on
the challenges of conserving and
protecting cultural heritage in times
of insecurity

From 27 to 29 November, 2023 at the
National Museum, Ndjamena, Chad.

“Safeguarding and passing
on traditional woodcarving skills in the
Comoros”.

From 4 to 6 December, 2023, Ouani-
Anjouan, Union of the Comoros.



Capacity building workshop

for visual artists in the field of ideas,
materials and techniques. - -

ATELIER mm.-\}- 24 LAMm3

December 26 to 29, 2023 in Togo. STTIONTMENRT HEama! 4 To0°

National capacity-building
workshop on intangible cultural heritage
inventory techniques.

From 1to 3 February, 2024, Moroni,
Union of the Comoros.

“Promoting the rights of
disabled children through artistic and
cultural activities”.

From 5 to 7 August, 2024 in Porto-Novo,
Benin.
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Activity 17: National workshop for
capacity building of visual artists.

From 7 to 10 August, 2024, in Bobo
Dioulasso, Burkina Faso.
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SUMMARY TABLE

No. Beneflc-lary Activity titles Dates 9f
countries completion
1 National symposium on cultural heritage 8 February 2023
and local development in Cameroon in Yaoundé
National photography competition on
Cameroon the “presentation of the positive aspects From February 8
2 of the city of Yaoundé in the field of to March 2023 ,8
culture, digital transformation and cultural in Yaoundé,
entrepreneurship”.
National Workshop for capacity bU|Id|r?g From 21 to 24
. and awareness raising for cultural heritage
Burkina . . L June 2023,
3 professionals on the inscription of cultural S .
Faso . . ziniaré Burkina
goods and elements on the list of heritage
. Faso
of the Islamic world
Capacity building workshop for T
. August 2023
4 stakeholders on the protection of cultural . .
roperty in Cameroon in Yaounde,
property Cameroon
—— Cameroon : —
e e rom 29 03
5 pegel - August 2023 in
photographic conservation and archiving ,
; Yaounde
techniques
Capacity building workshop for Chadian from 8 to i
; . . : September 2023
6 Chad professionals in preventive conservation . .
techniques L N/ EmEe)
B Chad
National workshop for capacity building of of September
7 Togo visual artists in the field of ideas, materials 13 to 2023 ,15 in
and techniques” Lomé, Togo
National capamty‘bundlng Workshop from October
. on the safeguarding and protection of .
Union of ; S . 3t02023,5in
8 cultural heritage to combat illicit trafficking .
Comoros . Moroni, Comoros
of cultural property in the Comoros
} Islands
Archipelago
Workshop for training young people in the from 11to 13
9 Niger creation and use of the GOURMI, a heritage October 2023 in
musical instrument from Niger Niamey
Capacity building workshop for Senegalese
10  Senegal professionals on the digitization of 1311 October

documentary heritage

2023 in Dakar
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National Capacity Building Workshop

22-20 November

heritage know-how

” Union of for the Inscription of Cultural Properties 2023, Moroni,
Comoros and Elements on the List of Islamic World Union of the
Heritage Comoros
Training workshop on the challenges of from 27 to 29
12  Chad conservation and protection of cultural November, 2023
heritage in times of insecurity Ndjamena
Union of “The preservation and transmission of from4to 6
13 traditional know-how linked to wood carving December 2023,
Comoros . » . .
in the Comoros Quani -Anjouan
Capaqty buﬂgllng wqushop for \{lsual from 26 to 29
14 Togo artists in the field of ideas, materials and
. . P December 2023
techniques in Lomé
Union of National Capacity Building Workshop on from1to 3
15 Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory February 2024,
Comoros : .
Techniques Moroni
Activity 16 “Promoting the rights of children  from 5to 7
16  Benign with disabilities through artistic and cultural ~ August 2024 in
activities” Porto-Novo
. . . - 10-07 August,
17 Burkina Natlonal yvorkshop for capacity building of 2024 in Bobo
Faso visual artists .
Dioulasso,
Capacity building workshop for OIPC
technical staff to master the tools and
18 : . - In progress...
processes for the international recognition
Ivory Coast and promotion of its cultural heritage,
Activity 19: Workshop for the promotion of
19 the culture of peace and cultural diversity in  In progress...
Abidjan, Céte d’lvoire 2024
National workshop for capacity building
. of traditional practitioners in Niger in
A0 IR management in the field of traditional In progress
pharmacopoeia”
1 Guinea- ICESCO Children’s Library and Online I Droaress
Bissau Learning Center Project in 2024 brog
National workshop for strengthening
22 Gabon women’s capacities in the promotion of In progress
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